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O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben
Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard
my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon EI Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers,
whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye
flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round
about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three
youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye
that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "l am the son of him to
whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and
he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.'lt is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and
stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains.
Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the
highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for | mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these
saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the
traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and | will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".The news reached his
father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till | demand her [in marriage] for
thee.' But the prince said, 'l will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his
daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it," and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his
son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed
exceeding wroth and said, 'l will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he
might win what lacked of the dowry]..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci."When | returned from my fifth voyage, | gave myself up to eating and drinking and
passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which | had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my
mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So | brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the
sea-coast, where | embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain
distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had
windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were
spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was
with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the
love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, | will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.161. King
Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dccexciz.? ? ? ? ? |. The Twelfth
Officer's Story dcccexxxix.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So
they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become
fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen
[chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and
there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he
got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the
king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took
from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering
and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of
state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance
upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of
music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, | am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls
rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill,
when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My
name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after
another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine
And a present am | betwixt friends, young and old..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as | would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still
gainsay..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that | am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say

to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, | will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between
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yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' | fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves,
and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to
open shame and abiding public dishonour.' ‘How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto
slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].".4. The Three Apples Ixviii.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling
them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put
away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman," answered he, 'have
patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were | to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and
smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river
of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst | enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging." And he left her by the water and
entered the village..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently
distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and
favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen
years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of
Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour,
and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "l will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her."
[Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and
they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the
newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magpnification! The
affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and
acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused
befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book
and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and
another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a
span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on
whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath
vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the
book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and

the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be
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