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"Tunnel in the Sky, Between Planets, Starman Jones. ".Junior closed his weary eyes and gratefully submitted as the paramedic wiped his greasy face and his crusted lips
with a cool, damp cloth..the hilly streets of the city, ignoring all traffic lights and stop signs, pegging the speedometer needle at its highest mark, as though he might
eventually be air-cooled by sufficient speed. He wanted to slam through unwary pedestrians, crack their bones, and send them tumbling.."Uncle Edom. Uncle Jacob. Aunt
Maria. So I can remember faces after ... you know.".As before, the name tolled through him like the ominous note of the deepest bass bell in a cathedral carillon, struck on a
cold midnight..This didn't work for Junior. Strangely, when he focused on a mental image of any fruit-apple, peach, banana-his thoughts drifted to sex. He became aroused
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and had no hope of clearing his mind..Between new women and needlepoint pillows, he participated in s?ances, attended lectures given by ghost hunters, visited haunted
houses, and read more strange books. He even sat for the camera of a famous medium whose photographs sometimes revealed the auras of benign or malevolent
presences hovering in the vicinity of her subject, though in his case she could discern no telltale sign of a spirit..Celestina circled him, half carrying but also half dragging the
chair, either because her nerves were still ringing and her arms were weak--or because she was faking weakness in the hope of luring him to a reckless response. Junior
circled her while she rounded oil him frantically trying to deal with the pistol without taking his eyes off his adversary..As yet, he hadn't taken either an antiemetic or
antihistamine to ward off vomiting and hives, because he wanted to medicate -against those conditions as shortly before the violence as was practical, to ensure maximum
protection. He'd intended to dose himself only after he followed Celestina home from the gallery and could be reasonably certain that he had located the lair of
Bartholomew..Earlier in the week, Junior had looked up Thomas Vanadium in the telephone directory. He expected the number to be unlisted, but it was published. What he
wanted more than a number was an address, and he found that as well..Beyond the windows, the winter night sifted sootily down through the twinkling city, as he sat in his
living room with a glass of Dry Sack in one hand and the picture of Celestina White in the other..Finding nothing more of interest in the study, he considered searching the
rest of the house..In a sudden desperate burst of action, Junior tore at the dead man's closed hand, sprang open the trap of fingers and palm-and did not find a quarter. Nor
two dimes and a nickel. Nor five nickels. Nothing. Zip. Zero..Heart racing, but reminding himself that strength and wisdom arose from a calm mind, Junior stood in the center
of the small kitchen, slowly turning to study every angle of the room..When Junior checked his Rolex, he realized that he didn't know how long he'd been sitting here since
Ichabod had driven off in the Buick. Maybe one minute, maybe ten..Junior was paying his dinner check and calculating the tip when the pianist launched into "Someone to
Watch over Me." Although he'd expected it all evening, he twitched when he recognized the tune..The problem was Celestina in the Buick, because when she saw what
was happening, she might slide behind the steering wheel and speed away. The engine was running, white plumage rising from the tailpipe and feathering away in the fog,
so she might escape if she was a quick thinker..He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".In the afternoon, Dr. Schurr came to the
hospital to review test results and to reexamine Barty. When the early-winter twilight gave way to night, he sent them back to Dr. Chan, and Agnes didn't press Schurr for an
opinion. All day she'd been impatient for a diagnosis, but suddenly she was loath to have the facts put before her..Before Junior had become a physical therapist, he had
considered studying to be a dentist. A low tolerance for the stench of halitosis born of gum disease had decided him against dentistry, but he still could appreciate a set of
teeth as exceptional as these..As if he sensed her reluctance to return to Dr. Chan, Barty had kept her occupied with talk of the red planet as they approached the office
building, had talked her off the street, along the driveway, and into a parking space, where finally she relinquished the fantasy of an endless road trip. At 5:45, long past the
end of office hours, Dr. Chan's suite was quiet..As though giving voice to her worst fear had made it come true, Agnes was seized by a contraction so painful that she cried
out and clutched the paramedic's hands tightly enough to make him wince. She felt a peculiar swelling within, then an awful looseness, pressure followed at once by
release..At a gun shop, Junior purchased two hundred rounds of ammunition. Later, that many cartridges seemed excessive to him. Later still, he purchased another two
hundred..When finally he found his voice, it was rough-sawn with a blade of grief. "My wife. Perri. Perris Jean."
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