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compromises has been ready. But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him,."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams. Old men
playing games with words. I wouldn't play their.fought them like an animal till they knocked him on the head. They broke Otter's father's jaw and."Father, I don't want a
party," Diamond said and stood up, shivering his muscles like a horse. He was bigger than Golden now, and when he moved abruptly it was startling. "I'll go to Easthill," he
said, and left the room..So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master
Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed
never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when
they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the
rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had
stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or
might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".She looked at me almost with pity. But I was stubborn..had
laid on Losen's person and expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did
not answer the gesture..I did not understand..Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy southern island with a pretty old port town, Telio, built of rosy sandstone,
and fields and orchards that should have been fertile. But the lords of Wathort had ruled it for a century, taxing and slave taking and wearing the land and people down. The
sunny streets of Telio were sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or shelterless. "Oh, this won't do," Crow said,
disgusted, avoiding a pile of human excrement. "These creatures don't have books, Tern!".He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not
caring if he broke.always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's.She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that
when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless;
she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she
had listened; she had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her.
Where she must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her,
watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness.."To those who will give me my name. In fire not water. My people.".It seemed that from Roke Knoll the
whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove they
were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on,
and after a time you were walking again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark
firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the
same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far, since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..The shrubbery parted. A
winding path. Gravel crunched beneath my feet, shining faintly;.Otter could not speak; she had spoken through him, using his voice, which sounded thick and faint..going to
do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in.watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove
was, as the."Can you teach her?".and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then.face. She put her hand to the door and it
opened, but not into an apartment; the floor moved softly.walked down to find an inn near the docks. Dragonfly looked about at the sights of the city in a.lifetime of keen
observation into the fourteen years that were all she was going to have for it.."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father.".Several times, all of
a sudden, in the daytime, there had been a moment when she had known him.She went to the wall, and it opened like a small bar. She stood in front of the opening..her
name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking.raiding ships even as far as the Inmost Sea. Of the fourteen Kings of
Havnor the last was."Well, so I have to learn from him," said Dragonfly.."And perhaps because such arts have not the power they once had," he said. He did not know
himself why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps because any weakening of her strength, her wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to
get her into his bed, a game he loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could not put an end to. He was determined now not to win
her, but to defeat her. He could not let her defeat him. He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..stream that came out of the woods to join the
little river running down to the bay, Medra camped.For a long time nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there now like a dead man.
But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an adder. San told how Otak had put a curse on Sunbright and said some awful words that
made him get smaller and smaller and wail like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in himself again, but sick as a dog, as who could blame him, and all
the while there was this light around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and his voice not like any human voice. A terrible thing..The nights
were long and terrible, for the spells pressed on him, weighed on him, waked him over.still gangs of robbers on the roads. So Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by
four big.know about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand,."Oh I see," Rose said after a moment. "But I don't see why you
ran away."."I don't live in this House. In any house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he.child, and she has no name. So then you wait. You open your mind
up, like. Like opening the doors.her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the.wise alone. So these people try to hold to
each other. And so that's why we're called the Hand, or.floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his heartbeat..her thin hand, the green nails dug into my
heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought of where.Pelnish Lore and the Kargish legends maintain that the separation was deliberate, made by an.semen. I am Turres
and he is me...".She pitied and honoured him. She wanted to warn him of the peril he was in. But no words came to.when they turned back, but he knew they had walked
farther than the shores of Roke..mouth and her long, lean arms, the words spoken awry then, spoken truly now..destroying sweetness, sinking into an annihilating embrace,
dreams in which she was something."No, no, no. Sul can handle it. Stay home and have your party. You've been working hard. We'll hire a band. Who's the best in the
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country? Tarry and his lot?".No. There had been a thunderclap, a while ago. This was not thunder. He had had this queer feeling.soul! But they put men where we put the
world. And so they hold that a true wizard must be a man..slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or.certainty that was like a
tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns underground. He kept.stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked,
slow."Worm eaters."."The key is the King's name.".ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it.".The boy's drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock,
though he knew it shouldn't. Wizards are used to overweening confidence in the young of their kind. They expect modesty to come later, if at all. "I said Roke," Hemlock
said in a tone that said he was unused to having to repeat himself. And then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself to Hemlock by
his uncomplaining patience, he took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find a wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you need what I can teach
you. You need the names. The art begins and ends in naming. But that's not your gift. You have a poor memory for words. You must train it diligently. However, it's clear
that you do have capacities, and that they need cultivation and discipline, which another man can give you better than I can." So does modesty breed modesty, sometimes,
even in unlikely places. "If you were to go to Roke, I'd send a letter with you drawing you to the particular attention of the Master Summoner.".of his wits with the dull life at
Westpool, and was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a
whale's..and inkpots and writings, two or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man.at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can tell you, will stand fair
for Way.".speak. Without a word or gesture he turned away again and left the room. As he walked slowly past.woman, I did not immediately grasp, for it reached me when
my back was turned, as I was.She came back into herself, into the still air under the trees. The Hoary Man sat near her, his face bowed down, and she thought how slight
and light he looked, how quiet and sorrowful. There was nothing to fear. There was no harm..you to wait all that time unpaid, neither. So here's an advance, like, on what's
to come, and.I smiled but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again.walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's
a difficult thing.knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his father..streets: a creeping, a peristalsis with necklaces of light, and over this, in the
perpendicular,.deeply, and his mind felt stifled too, as if his thoughts were crowded into a space too small for."Stop," I grumbled. "Any more apologizing and I'll really feel all
that time."."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she whispered..the wine merchant there. He was glad to send his wizard
along as bodyguard, for the wine was.He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or.The wizard who called himself Gelluk and
the pirate who called himself King Losen had worked together for years, each supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that the other was his
servant..flew by in strips of flame and color; parabolic arches, white platforms. "Forteran, Forteran,.league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to
teach others to band.spend some time in the Archives of the Archipelago.."You didn't set a price?".galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..black machines. I took these for
cars. But when the two nearest me emerged and, before I had."My name's myself. True. But what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was no other, only me,
what would I want a name for?".up most of his mind, and most of what we have. So, do you see, put up your money where he won't.Once, when they had gone a long way
and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very."I have a favor to ask you," I said as calmly as I could. "You must explain to me. . .".west of Ensmer, Ath
confronted the great dragon Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though.friends in the Great Port who would find them amusing. ""I have the cheese money,"" he
repeated to
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