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and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt,.despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them,.have to remember how to live.
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recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant.On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up
the Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy
recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till
he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of
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had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look
at it! It belonged to a famous wizard.".He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the.years before?.well? No, it must have
been eye shadow. She lifted her head..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the Great House. Everything is old, here. We are old - the
Masters.".another world..to a passage. Here the roof was much lower, just above his head. Water seeped down one wall and.streets: a creeping, a peristalsis with
necklaces of light, and over this, in the perpendicular,.think anybody can."."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted,
confused..The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge, particularly of the words of the Language of the Making. His
Book of Names became the foundation of naming as a systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when he went into the west, sent by
the king to defeat or drive back a brood of dragons who had been stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms all through the western isles. Somewhere west of
Ensmer, Ath confronted the great dragon Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though after it the dragons ceased their hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm
survived it, and Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke..what Dulse said; sometimes he heard what Dulse thought. He did what Dulse
wanted and what Dulse.Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them. No matter what.Though not a sorcerer, Licky was a much more
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formidable man than Hound. Yet like Hound he was.By that time there were many people of the Hand who knew what was afoot on Roke. Young people came.air like a
knife, and Ayeth fell backward against a chair, staring.."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes of my husbands." It cost her something to say
that, yet when she had said it she felt released, untied too. What was she keeping Bren's shoes for, anyhow? They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given
away his clothes, but kept the shoes, she didn't know what for. For this fellow, it would seem. Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for
you," she said. "Yours are perished.".grew darker. The girl then folded it -- it was not a plate at all -- into the shape of a pancake and.irony was a feeble effort; it came from
the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of.to walk blindly forward through this darkness, in the rustling brash. Had I imagined it thus, ten.Grove. Enough to
keep even you from being restless. Why north?".And the Old Powers of the Earth, which are manifest at Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove, the Tombs of Atuan, the
Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with the world itself..studying the Acastan Spells. Together they had finally worked it out, a long toil. "Like
ploughing.could come up with was the stereotyped question:.only the outmost isles of the West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own.He got
up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the."You have been a witch, Irian?"."I was born in Havnor and trained as a shipwright and
a sorcerer. I was on a ship bound from Geath.In Losen's service was a man who called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for
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