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know..The ship of night floated over the city and cast down nets of darkness, gathering millions of lights like luminous fishes in its black toils..He hadn't seen Thomas
Vanadium since Monday, at the cemetery, and Vanadium hadn't pulled any tricks since leaving twenty-five cents at his bedside that same night. Almost four days
undisturbed by the hectoring detective. In matters Vanadium, however, Junior had learned to be wary, prudent..Likewise, she wasn't prepared to deal with a monster like the
father, if one day he came for Angel. And he would come. She knew. In these events as in all things, Celestina White glimpsed a pattern, complex and mysterious, and to
the eye of an artist, the symmetry of the design required that one day the father would come. She wasn't prepared to deal with the creep now, but by the time that he
arrived, she would be ready for him..At the sight of her photograph, she felt herself flush. She hoped none of the pedestrians passing between her and the gallery would
look from the photo to her face and recognize her. What had she been.Yet he brooded even at breakfast, in spite of the consolation of clotted cream and berries, raisin
scones and cinnamon butter. In better worlds, wiser Tom Vanadiums chose different tactics that resulted in less misery than this, in a far swifter conveyance of Enoch Cain
to the halls of justice. But he was none of those Tom Vanadiums. He was only this Tom, flawed "land struggling, and he couldn't take comfort in the fact that elsewhere he
had proved to be a better man..Forward, under the spreading black branches of the massive tree, receiving continuous green-tongued murmurs of encouragement from the
breeze-stirred leaves, Barty was Barty, determined and undaunted..He desperately needed closure in the matter of Naomi's death. That was what these past three years
and these supernatural events were all about..As though stirred by static electricity, the fine hairs on the backs of Tom's hands quivered, and a current of expectation
coursed through him..Airborne, Phimie complained of ringing in her ears, which might have been related to the flight. She also suffered an episode of double vision and, in
the airport after landing, a nosebleed, which appeared to be related to her previous symptoms..Though she was only a week past her third birthday, Angel always selected
her own clothes and carefully dressed herself. Usually she preferred monochromatic outfits, sometimes with a single accent color expressed only in a belt or a hat, or a
scarf. When she mixed several colors, the initial impression that she gave was of chromatic chaos-but on second look, you began to see that these unlikely combinations
were more harmonious than they had first seemed..They didn't mind, and down they went in a controlled descent that was nevertheless too quick for Agnes..Leaving the
engine running and the heater on, he got out of the car, leaned back inside, said, "Better lock up while I'm gone," and then closed his door.."You'll need time to ... adjust to
this," he said. "Perhaps you've got to call family.. . .".Barty wanted to hug her. He did hug her. He hugged Angel, too. He hugged Tom Vanadium..trees also revealed Barty,
and no radiance from another world shone spectrally through him, as it had shone through Joey-dead-and-risen..And the irony of ironies: With her talent deepening to a
degree that she had never dared hope it would, with collectors responding to her vision to an extent she had never imagined possible, with her goals already exceeded, and
with great vistas of possibility opening before her, she would throw it all away with some regret but with no bitterness if required to choose between art and Angel, for the
child had proved to be the greater blessing. Phimie was gone, but Phimie's spirit fed and watered her sister's life, bringing forth a great abundance..EACH MOMENTOUS
DAY, the work was done in memory of his mother. At Pie Lady Services, always, they sought new recipes and new ways to brighten the corner where they were..He had
not yet disposed of her personal effects. In the dark, he went to the dresser, opened a drawer, and found a cotton sweater that she had worn recently..Instruction in Braille
wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that
he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions.
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